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Webinar: USDA Grant Opportunities

The Value-Added Producer Grant Program is open for fisheries and seafood applications

Orono, ME (Jan. 20, 2026) — The Local Catch Network (LCN), based in the School of Marine
Sciences at the University of Maine, is hosting a webinar with representatives from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) to offer insights into seafood and fisheries applications to the
agency’s Value-Added Producer Grant program.

Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2026
2:30 p.m. ET

Register Now

Join us to learn more about the program and how it applies to fisheries, aquaculture, seafood
businesses and fishing communities. The webinar will include a Q&A session with USDA staff.

The grant program is open for applications from Jan. 15, 2026, through 1 p.m. Eastern on April
15, 2026.

This webinar is specifically designed to help community-based fishermen, harvesters and
direct-marketers understand the eligibility requirements and application process for the
Value-Added Producer Grant program.

“Community-based fisheries are a vital pillar of our domestic food system, yet small-scale
producers receive a tiny fraction of the federal resources available to help them kick-start or
scale their operations,” said Joshua Stoll, co-founder of the Local Catch Network and a
University of Maine associate professor of Marine Sciences.

“This webinar will provide a roadmap for fishing community members across the country to
access the capital they may need for product development, equipment, and market access,”
said Jessica Gribbon Joyce, Program Manager for the Local Catch Network.


mailto:jessica.hathaway@maine.edu
https://localcatch.org/webinars/
https://localcatch.org/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/value-added-producer-grants
https://maine.zoom.us/meeting/register/s7kipPG0QUqNXzS1EdMfiw#/registration

Webinar Highlights Include
Grant Overview: A review of the Value-Added Producer Grant program, including available
funding and project categories.

Eligibility Requirements: Identifying who can apply, from individual commercial harvesters to
fisheries and producer cooperatives.

Seafood-Specific Value-Added Products: Guidance on applying for funds to support seafood
product development.

Live Q&A: We will devote the end of the session to answer participant questions.

Registration is free but required. Sign up at www.localcatch.org/webinars.

About Local Catch Network

Established in 2011, the Local Catch Network is a hub for knowledge exchange and innovation to
support and catalyze local and community-based seafood systems. Members of the Local Catch
Network align with a set of core values that aim to create a higher level of accountability and
trust, both internally within the network and externally to the public. LCN members include
seafood harvesters who sell their catch locally and regionally through direct marketing channels
as well as those engaged in research, technical assistance, and community organizing. LCN is
governed by a volunteer Executive Committee responsible for supporting the growth and
development of the network, with backbone support from the University of Maine.

For media inquiries, contact Jessica Hathaway at jessica.hathaway@maine.edu.
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