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Commercial fishing is 40 times more fatal than the average U.S.
profession (according to NIOSH), with East Coast communities hit hard in
recent years. My 18-year-old nephew was one of those losses while
lobster fishing in Downeast Maine, inspiring the formation of Green and
White Hope Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to preventing
fatalities among commercial fishermen.

One of our most compelling experiences was the overwhelming support
and generosity of the community. While resources often arrive in large
numbers, in retrospect we learned that there was typically no immediate
focal point for the community and no readily available list of specialized
local resources for marine-based accidents (e.g., side scan radar, deep
divers). Speed of response is important in rural Maine, where the waters
are the coldest in the lower 48 and getting authorities on site could take
1-2 hours. Enhancing the readiness of fishing harbor communities for
potential commercial fishing incidents emerged one of our priorities to
potentially save lives.

Green and White Hope led a six-month collaboration of six organizations
to document and publish the “Community Orchestration Guide” in
December 2025. The guide offers best practices for communities to
prepare for and respond to commercial fishing incidents that
complements, not replaces, efforts by authorities. While the details focus
on Maine, the foundation of having an emergency response plan is
universal. The guide includes precautions, templates, tools, and best
practices that harbors can leverage to build their plan that will ultimately
improve their effectiveness and speed in the event of an incident.

Download the digital toolkit. Please contact us at
info@greenwhitehope.org to learn more and start building your plan
today!

ABOUT ANCHOR POINT

If you have suggestions for mental health, wellness, or safety resources
accessible to fishermen, harvesters and fishing community members,
please reach out to us at info@localcatch.org.
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